
How to safely care for, carry, use and store common camping 
tools during CAP activities. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On most CAP missions the most practical cutting tool you can carry is a simple single or double-bladed pocket knife. Saws and axes are rarely needed unless you will be preparing a campsite for multiple uses. If those tools are needed, they should only be handled by experienced users with appropriate protective gear. Cutting tools are just that. They are not toys to be used in “games”.Military knives are intended for use by trained personnel, not carried by cadets to “look cool”.



 Pocket knives
 Range from a single blade to any combination of 

blades and other useful tools

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A good pocket knife can be very handy on many CAP missions even if you are not going out in the woods. A single or double-bladed knife is most practical as it can provide a strong stable cutting tool. Make sure the handle has a safe lockback design to prevent accidental opening or closing during use. A good knife should have a good sheath to protect it. Genuine Swiss Army knives are very handy, but choose a simple model with only the tools you will need. A better choice for carrying other tools is a separate high-quality Gerber tool. Again choose a simple practical model with only the tools you are liable to need. Beware of cheap knockoffs in both types of tools. Better to save and spend your money on the real things than to waste it on cheap copies.Camp saws are handy if a camp site will be used for more than one night. A folding saw is easier to carry than a bow saw, but may be flimsier and not be able to handle a difficult job.Axes and hatchets are rarely used on CAP missions. If one is carried in a vehicle, it should be stored in a inaccessible area, blade covered, under lock and key. They are useful for big jobs such as cutting large quantities of firewood, etc. but most CAP missions do not involve spending a great deal of time at one site. Small hatchets can be useful, but again are rarely needed.



 Camp saws
 Folding saws & bow saws
 Survival saws

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are examples of typical saws that can be very useful in ground team work. Folding saws should have a sturdy locking mechanism and a high quality steel blade and a good carrying case or sheath is a definite asset. Bow saws are also good tools although more cumbersome to carry. Blade guards should also be kept on the saw when not in use. The lightweight survival saw or ring saw is a good tool to carry in ones backpack. It cab be used to secure firewood or to help set up a temporary shelter.



 Axes
 Wood cutting axes and small hatchets

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although infrequently needed, both long-handled axes and hatchets can be safely stored in large tool boxes and retrieved as needed for those heavy-duty camp tasks.



• Treat all camping tools with care. They are not 
toys and should not be handled unless they are 
needed for a specific task.

• Bladed tools should always be stored in a sheath 
or have the blades closed or covered in an 
appropriate manner.

• Blades should be sharpened or replaced as 
needed. Learn to use a whetstone.

• Tools should be oiled lightly to prevent rust.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Knives should never be used for other than what they are intended for. They are serious tools and if mishandled can result in serious injuries or even fatalities. They should be only removed from their sheath for the task at hand and then restored to their sheath. Carrying a loose knife in your BDU uniform pocket is not wise and can lead to loss or injury. Bladed tools should always be kept sharp and be replaced on saws as needed if they cannot be kept sharp. Honing a knife is a simple task and a good whetstone is invaluable to keep your knife like new. Follow the manufacturer’s suggestions to hone the blade. If you keep your knife stored in your pack, make sure you oil the blade lightly and inspect the blade periodically. Even good knives can rust if neglected.



 Single or double bladed knives are most common.
 Spend wisely: a good knife will serve forever. Choose a quality  local 

manufacturer like Buck Knives, Kershaw or Cold Steel, etc.
 Don’t waste money on looks or gadgets.
 Make sure a good sheath is available for it. You may want to carry it on 

your uniform belt during ground team exercises if local laws allow. 
 Choose a knife and sheath in a color easily found if dropped. Camouflage 

may be cool, but very difficult to see.
 Keep your knife securely stowed in your gear when traveling.
 Be aware of all local, state, and federal laws that apply to carrying knives 

and obey them!
 Many jurisdictions have very strict knife laws. Don’t get caught unaware!
 Don’t buy military knives unless you have been trained to use them.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A good pocket knife will help you with many common camping tasks. Choose one with a few simple tools such as can openers, screwdrivers, and one or two sturdy cutting blades.  Don’t waste your money on the fanciest Swiss Army knife with the most accessories. There are many quality types available that will last a lifetime with proper care.  Never use the tools for tasks that they are not designed to perform. Keep your knife closed in its sheath except when needed. Don’t carry a knife loosely in your pocket unless you constantly want to be buying replacements. A good ballistic nylon sheath will protect your knife and help keep it in good shape. Depending on the terrain you may encounter, choose the color of your knife and sheath carefully. If dropped my mistake, you want to be able to quickly locate it. For example, a bright blue stands out against grass & fallen leaves.



KNIFE SAFETY TIPS FROM:
http://www.buckknives.com/index.cfm?event=about.use

 Cut away from your body, not toward it. 

 If you drop your knife, let it fall. Don’t attempt to catch it. 
 Never run with a knife.  Mom is Right!
 Don’t throw a knife to anyone. Hand it to them, handle first. 

 Never point a knife at anyone. 

http://www.buckknives.com/index.cfm?event=about.use


MORE KNIFE SAFETY TIPS:
 Do not use a locking blade if the lock will not lock open. Make sure the 

lock is working before using it. 
 Keep your knife folded or sheathed when carrying or storing. 

 Use a sharpening stone, not a power grinder to sharpen your knife. A 
power grinder can make the edge brittle and will void the warranty. 



MORE KNIFE SAFETY TIPS:
 Use in a well-lit area, so you can see what you’re doing. 
 Do not use a knife on “live” electrical items like appliances. 
 Keep your knife clean, particularly the locking mechanism. 
 Keep your knife oiled and sharp. A sharp knife is safer than a dull one. 
 Don’t try fixing a knife yourself. It is dangerous and voids the warranty. 
 If you get cut, seek first-aid immediately. 
 Don’t use a knife for prying. It can cause the tip to break, possibly causing 

injury. 

 Use the right tool for the job.



While each of these knives may serve a useful purpose around the 
home or camp, they are limited in their utility for CAP ground team  use.



 Folding camp saws should be sheathed and packed 
to protect the blade.

 Bow saws usually are too large to pack, but may be 
carried to camp site with the blade covered.

 Survival saws are small enough to carry in a day pack 
and can prove very helpful in dire situations.

 Always bring a spare blade or two for the folding or 
bow saws. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Choose camp saws with an eye on size and strength and weight. A quality folding saw will have a sturdy blade that is safely stored when closed and will lock open or closed to prevent accidents.Beware of cheap saw blades that stay bent when using them. A spring steel blade will always return to the proper position for storage. Make sure replacements blades are available and near at hand.Bow saws are less handy to carry, but can handle bigger jobs. Most CAP missions will not require their use. Protective covers will save your blades until they are neededSmall survival saws consisting of an abrasive coated wire between a couple of steel rings can be a lifesaver. Again, choose carefully and spend your money wisely.



 Camp saws
 Folding saws & bow saws

 Survival saws



 Long handled axes are used for heavy duties such as 
cutting & splitting firewood or large supports for  
group shelters.

 Small hatchets are useful for many tasks including 
preparing firewood and kindling.

 Both types of axes should be used with extreme 
caution: gloves, protective eyewear and clothes, and 
a bump helmet or hardhat should always be worn.

 Keep bystanders away while in use.
 Cover blades in transport and storage.



The long-handled wood cutting axe 
for heavy-duty camp jobs.

Small hatchets can be used for preparing 
kindling and other light camp duties.



 Choose your tools wisely! Better quality is always 
more important than appearance.

 Always use the right tool and keep it sharp!
 Take care of your camping tools and they will last 

a lifetime and maybe even longer.
 Always treat them seriously. They’re not toys!
 Keep them away from untrained hands!



Thank you for your support of CAP Safety. Please
take a moment to review the associated quiz for
this module to receive safety education credit.


	�Axes, Knives, & Saws�
	Common Camping Tools
	Common Camping Tools
	Common Camping Tools
	Common Camping Tools
	Pocket Knives
	Pocket Knives
	Pocket Knives
	Pocket Knives
	Other Knives
	Camp Saws
	Camp Saws
	Axes
	     Axes
	Summary
	Camping Tool Safety

